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What Is The 9th Amendment?

When the Bill of Rights was added to the United States Constitution in 1791, the Ninth Amendment clause was part of it.

How Can The 9th Amendment Be Summarized?

The Ninth Amendment of the United States Constitution states that the federal government doesn’t own the rights that are not listed in the 
Constitution, but instead, they belong to citizens. This means the rights that are specified in the Constitution are not the only ones people should 
be limited to.

The government shouldn’t disparage the other rights of citizens according to the clause. That is the general issue included in the Ninth 
Amendment.

These rights can consist of the right to plant flowers, the right to paint your toenails, and the right to eat what you want, among many others. All 
these are rights not denied to people just because they aren’t in the Constitution. 

Why Was The 9th Amendment Added To The Constitution?

There was a great debate on whether people’s rights were being protected before the Constitution was ratified.
The Anti-Federalists are the ones that insisted that the Bill of Rights be included in the Constitution. They feared that the federal government 
would take all the power and oppress other people. Then James Madison listened and included The Ninth Amendment in the Constitution.
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However, an essential portion of the original draft that Madison created was removed by a select committee. It was to prohibit the federal 
government from expanding its power more using interpretation.

This, in turn, made the whole application of the amendment and the purpose it was supposed to serve irrelevant. The intention was for it to be 
used as the Constitution’s mode of interpretation.

It was supposed to give people the confidence that federal courts wouldn’t create any new government powers through interpretation.

Opposition To The Constitution From Federalists.

The federalists, on the other hand, believed that the Constitution limited the federal government. They argued that individuals’ liberties would 
possibly turn out to be detrimental if protected rights are enumerated.

The Constitution would also make other liberties lack the protection of their constitutional rights.

The Ninth Amendment was developed to ensure that enumerated rights in the Constitution do not deny other rights that aren’t listed. When it 
was first passed, it wasn’t clear what the rights of the amendment were.

Alexander Hamilton and 9th Amendment

Interestingly, Alexander Hamilton was against the inclusion of the 9th Amendment in the Bill of Rights. He argued that protecting unnamed 
rights, implied that the government had the power over these rights if it weren’t for the 9th Amendment.

What Does The 9th Amendment Mean Today?

The Ninth Amendment wasn’t mentioned frequently until the mid-1960s since the United States Supreme Court didn’t primarily depend on it.
In fact, the Supreme Court was slightly bemused by it as there was a strong disagreement in what it could be referring to.

This happened continuously ever since the Bill of Rights was enacted. This has impacted the Ninth Amendment so much since then. It hasn’t been 
referenced often as a primary source of liberty. However, it has been very crucial in the broadening of people’s rights to privacy.
What best explains the purpose of the ninth amendment?

Generally, the Supreme Court tries not to introduce a reference to the 9th amendment if possible, as its interpretation is so challenging.
However, this is changing as new technology emerges such as the internet where many aspects may have to be regulated by the 9th amendment.

Why Is The 9th Amendment Important?

Many interpretations have emerged, all trying to interpret the Ninth Amendment of the Constitution and its meaning. Some scholars claim that it 
is affirmative protection of the rights that aren’t included in the Bill of Rights. Other scholars think that it’s just there to state a platitude. Many 
people have not paid much attention to the clause at all.

When Was The 9th Amendment Ratified?

The 9th Amendment was ratified on December 15th, 1791 as part of the Bill of Rights which consisted of the first 10 amendments to the US 
constitution.

Before it was ratified, there was a great discussion in Congress over the suggested text and whether it should be ratified at all. It is sometimes 
referred to as the Federalists’ Amendment.
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1. What year was the Bill of Rights added to the US Constitution?
A. 1776
B. 1787
C. 1791
D. 1800

2. According to the 9th Amendment, who owns the rights not listed in the US Constitution?
A. States
B. Citizens
C. Courts
D. Municipalities

3. What political faction insisted on the inclusion of the Bill of Rights in the US Constitution?
A. Federalists
B. Democratic-Republicans
C. Anti-Federalists
D. Know-Nothings

4. What Founding Father was most instrumental in developing the Ninth Amendment?
A. James Madison
B. George Washington
C. Benjamin Franklin
D. Alexander Hamilton

5. What political faction was concerned that the US Constitution limited the power of the federal government too 
much?
A. Anti-Federalists
B. Abolitionists
C. Know-Nothings
D. Federalists

6. What type of rights was the center of controversy surrounding the creation of the Ninth Amendment?
A. Unalienable
B. Enumerated
C. Guaranteed
D. Implied

7. What Founding Father was the foremost opponent of the Ninth Amendment?
A. George Mason
B. Patrick Henry
C. John Adams
D. Alexander Hamilton
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8. When did the Ninth Amendment first begin to gain widespread relevance in legal proceedings after its adoption?
A. 1860s
B. 1930s
C. 1960s
D. 1980s

9. In recent years, what type of right has become most associated with the Ninth Amendment?
A. Right to privacy
B. Right to vote
C. Right to bear arms
D. Right to habeas corpus

10. Which of the following is not a purpose of the Ninth Amendment?
A. Protection of rights not included in the Bill of Rights
B. Stating a general platitude about freedom
C. Highlighting the importance of state governments
D. Enhancing the right to privacy

11. What specific date was the Ninth Amendment added to the US Constitution?
A. July 4, 1776
B. October 19, 1781
C. June 21, 1788
D. December 15, 1791

12. What nickname was given to the Ninth Amendment?
A. Federalists' Amendment
B. Madison's Amendment
C. Washington's Amendment
D. America's Amendment

13. What recent technological invention has most greatly enhanced the application of the Ninth Amendment?
A. Electric car
B. Laptop
C. Internet
D. Smartphone

14. What issue did the removed portion of the original draft of the Ninth Amendment address before the current 
draft of the amendment was passed?
A. Expanding the influence of state governments
B. Prohibiting the federal government from expanding its power
C. Limited the institution of slavery
D. Decreasing the influence of local governments and municipalities
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15. Why does the Supreme Court often refrain from referencing the Ninth Amendment in legal rulings?
A. It is difficult to interpret
B. It could dramatically increase federal power
C. It could increase the role of state and local governments
D. It is detrimental to the legislative branch
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1. C
2. B
3. C
4. A
5. D
6. B
7. D
8. C
9. A
10. C
11. D
12. A
13. C
14. B
15. A
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