
Lesson Title: Understanding the Fourth 
Amendment

Objective: 

Materials:

Warm-Up:

Write the following statement on the board: 

Students will be able to explain the purpose and provisions of the Fourth 
Amendment to the United States Constitution. Write a heartfelt poem about 
unsung heroes.

Copies of the Fourth Amendment
Handout with key terms and definitions
A video clip or reading passage about a real-life situation involving the 
Fourth Amendment
Access to computers or other devices for research (optional)

Ask students if they have ever heard of the Fourth Amendment. Ask them to 
share any information they know about it.



Direct Instruction:

"The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and 
e�ects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, 

and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or 
a�rmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 

persons or things to be seized."

Ask students to try to identify what this statement is describing.

Explain that the statement on the board is the Fourth Amendment to the 
United States Constitution. It is part of the Bill of Rights, which is the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution.

The Fourth Amendment protects people from unreasonable searches and 
seizures by the government. This means that the government cannot search 
your house, car, or other property without a good reason, and they cannot 
take your possessions without a good reason.

The government needs a warrant to search or seize property, and a judge 
must issue a warrant. To get a warrant, the government must show "probable 
cause" that a crime has been committed and that evidence of the crime can 
be found in the place to be searched or on the person or property to be 
seized.

Define key terms, such as "probable cause," "warrant," and "unreasonable 
searches and seizures." Use the handout to provide examples and further 
explanation.



Guided Practice:

Independent Practice:

Closure:

Show a video clip or provide a reading passage about a real-life situation 
involving the Fourth Amendment. This could be a news story about a police 
search or seizure that was challenged in court or a fictional scenario that 
illustrates the principles of the Fourth Amendment.

As a class, discuss the situation and how the Fourth Amendment is applied. 
Was the search or seizure reasonable or unreasonable? Was there probable 
cause? Was a warrant obtained? How might the outcome have been di�erent 
if the Fourth Amendment had not been followed?

Have students research a real-life case involving the Fourth Amendment. 
They can use online resources or library materials to find a case that 
interests them.

Have students write a summary of the case, explaining the facts and how the 
Fourth Amendment applied. They should also discuss the case's outcome 
and whether they agree or disagree with the decision.

Have students share their case summaries with the class.

Review the lesson's main points and ask students to provide examples of 
situations where the Fourth Amendment might apply.

Ask students to consider the importance of the Fourth Amendment in 
protecting individual rights and maintaining privacy.



Assessment:

Observe students during class discussions and take notes on their 
participation and understanding of the material.

Use the case summaries as an assessment of student understanding and 
ability to apply the principles of the Fourth Amendment.


