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History of Thanksgiving (and why we eat
turkey!) - Quiz

To view the article that this quiz is based on, please go to: https://constitutionus.com/days-of-
year/the-origin-and-history-of-thanksgiving/

Q1. In what year was the first Thanksgiving held?

1621
1789
1863
1620
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Q2. Which U.S. president declared Thanksgiving a national
holiday?

A. George Washington
B. Abraham Lincoln
C. Franklin D. Roosevelt

D. Thomas Jefferson

Q3. What was the name of the ship that brought the Pilgrims to
the New World?

A. Santa Maria
B. Mayflower
C. Pinta

D. Nina
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Q4. Which Native American tribe shared the first Thanksgiving
feast with the Pilgrims?

A. Cherokee

B. Sioux

C. Wampanoag
D. Apache

Q5. What is traditionally eaten on Thanksgiving that was likely
not eaten at the first feast?

A. Lobster
B. Turkey
C. Seal
D. Swan

Q6. In which month is Thanksgiving celebrated in the United
States?

October
November

December
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September

Q7. Who campaigned to make Thanksgiving a national holiday?

A. Benjamin Franklin

B. Sarah Josepha Hale

C. Thomas Paine

D. Harriet Beecher Stowe



Q8. How long did the first Thanksgiving feast last?

A. One day
B. Three days
C. One week
D. Two days

Q9. Which of the following is NOT a traditional Thanksgiving food?

A. Pumpkin pie

B. Mashed potatoes
C. Cranberry sauce
D. Pizza

Q10. Why was Thursday chosen for Thanksgiving?

It was the day the Mayflower arrived
It gave distance from the Sabbath

It was the harvest day
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It was a lucky day



Answer Key
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