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What Were the Alien and Sedition Acts? - Quiz

To view the article that this quiz is based on, please go to: https://constitutionus.com/law/what-
were-the-alien-and-sedition-acts/

Q1. What was the primary purpose of the Alien and Sedition Acts?

A. To restrict civil liberties and limit criticism of the government
B. To promote immigration from France and Ireland
C. To strengthen the economy through new trade laws

D. To establish a new national military

Q2. Which political party was in power when the Alien and
Sedition Acts were passed?

Democratic-Republican Party
Federalist Party

Whig Party

Independent Party
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Q3. What incident heightened tensions between the U.S. and
France, leading to the Acts?

A. The Boston Tea Party
B. The XYZ Affair

C. The Louisiana Purchase
D. The War of 1812
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Q4. Which of the following was NOT one of the Alien Acts?

A. American Enemies Act
B. American Friends Act
C. Naturalization Act

D. Sedition Act

Q5. Who was the first individual prosecuted under the Sedition
Act?

A. Thomas Jefferson
B. Alexander Hamilton
C. Matthew Lyon

D. John Adams

Q6. What did the Sedition Act specifically prohibit?

A. Immigration from certain countries
B. Publishing false or malicious writings against the government
C. The formation of new political parties

D. Trade with France

Q7. Which states protested the Alien and Sedition Acts with
resolutions?

New York and Pennsylvania
Kentucky and Virginia
Massachusetts and Connecticut
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Georgia and South Carolina



Q8. Who authored the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions?

A. John Adams and Alexander Hamilton
B. Thomas Jefferson and James Madison
C. George Washington and Benjamin Franklin

D. Aaron Burr and John Jay

Q9. How did the Alien and Sedition Acts affect John Adams' re-
election?

A. They greatly improved his chances
B. They had no effect on the election
C. They hindered his re-election chances

D. They led to his immediate resignation

Q10. Which part of the Alien and Sedition Acts remained in effect
after 1802?

A. The Sedition Act
B. The Naturalization Act
C. The Alien Enemies Act

D. The American Friends Act



Answer Key
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