
Who Controls the National Guard? - Quiz
To view the article that this quiz is based on, please go to: https://constitutionus.com/law/who-
controls-the-national-guard/

Q1. Who typically controls the National Guard in most
circumstances?

A. The President of the United States
B. State governors
C. The Secretary of Defense
D. The National Guard Bureau

Q2. What is one of the main roles of the National Guard during
civil unrest?

A. Providing medical aid
B. Patrolling the streets and maintaining curfews
C. Conducting foreign diplomacy
D. Managing federal budgets

Q3. What is the Insurrection Act?

A. A law that allows the President to federalize the National Guard
B. A law that restricts the use of the National Guard
C. A law that gives governors absolute control over the National Guard
D. A law that disbanded the National Guard
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Q4. Can the President force a governor to call in the National
Guard?

A. Yes, the President has absolute authority
B. No, the governor can refuse
C. Only in Washington D.C.
D. Only during natural disasters

Q5. What event in 1957 led President Eisenhower to federalize
the National Guard?

A. A hurricane in Florida
B. Enforcing segregation in Little Rock High School
C. A wildfire in California
D. A protest in New York

Q6. Who controls the National Guard in Washington D.C.?

A. The D.C. mayor
B. The State Governor of Maryland
C. The President and the Secretary of Defense
D. The National Guard Bureau

Q7. What is one of the dual purposes of the National Guard?

A. Serving as a reserve unit for the armed forces
B. Conducting international espionage
C. Managing state budgets
D. Overseeing federal elections



Q8. What was a significant role of the D.C. National Guard in
2020?

A. Coordinating efforts during the Black Lives Matter Protests
B. Enforcing tax laws
C. Building infrastructure projects
D. Managing public schools

Q9. What is a concern about the Insurrection Act?

A. It gives too much power to governors
B. The President could abuse the power
C. It limits the National Guard's abilities
D. It prevents the National Guard from aiding in disasters

Q10. Why is control over the National Guard considered complex?

A. Because it involves multiple branches of government
B. Because no single entity has absolute power over it
C. Because it is controlled by foreign governments
D. Because it changes hands every year



Answer Key

1. Q1: B
2. Q2: B
3. Q3: A
4. Q4: B
5. Q5: B
6. Q6: C
7. Q7: A
8. Q8: A
9. Q9: B

10. Q10: B


